a crisis by declining to assent till the government had proved that it had the support of the House of Commons. Instead, he approved the Order-in-Council at once, and then, apparently, put it in his pocket, knowing that if the government were defeated, either in the House or at the polls, P.C. 1711 would be a dead letter. It can hardly be mere coincidence that Mackenzie's second. memorandum is dated on the very day on which Parliament was dissolved, still less that P.C. 1711, with the memorandum of January 2, was not forwarded to London till January 26, and so could not possibly come before the British government before the results of the election were known.
The text of the two memoranda follows. EUGENE FORSEY Ottawa. Steves from these Provinces died very recently, both flaese members were supporters of the present Government but ,they cannot be replaced, and ,the resul,t is that the Government .is further weakened in ihe Senate. I do not mean lo lay down the doctrine ,that the Senate must 'be filled by the appointment of an exactly equal number from e•eh political party. Such an arrangement would be scarcely possible; nor do I pretend to say tha.t, even if possible, it would ,be advisable for each successive Adminis,tration to obtain a majority in the Senate. The body as it exists is the result of a system of compromise which it was hoped would be reasonably satisfactory to the country. It is, however, evident that much care and delicacy is necessary in makin*g appoin,tments to give the body the weight it should have in the country and prevent the impression
